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COUNTY OF LOSANGELES 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


A Tradition of Service 
DATE: October 1, 2012 


( 


FILE NO: 
OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
MICHAEL U. ROTHANS, COMMANDER TO: ALICIA E. AULT, CAPTAIN 
FIELD OPERATIONS REGION IH INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 
EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS: 
Case Number: SH2298451 
Incident: Hit Shooting 
Incident Date: October 5, 2011 
Unit: Carson Station / FOR Il 
Suspects: Del L. Smith, M/27 
Vincent Cooper, M/25 
Involved Employee: Sergeant Damon Jones, Goo 
EFRC Date: September 27, 2012 


The Executive Force Review Committee consisting of Commander Michael Rothans 
and Commander Buddy Goldman met and reviewed the above case. 


FINDINGS: 

The Committee determined the force used by Sergeant Jones was objectively 
reasonable and in compliance with Department Policy. The Committee also 
determined the tactics used by Sergeant Jones were within the Department's training 
standards. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Committee recommended that Sergeant Jones receive a Performance Log Entry 
(PLE) to express the importance of identifying himself to other law enforcement 
personnel when requesting assistance, and to utilize an off-duty holster when 
carrying his off-duty weapon. 


EFRC ~2- October 1, 2012 


In addition, the Committee recommended the unit commander, Captain Eddie 
Rivero, conduct a tactical debriefing with Sergeant Jones regarding this incident. 
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Time: 2250 hours 


City or Station: Cerritos Nature of Incident: Sergeant Damon Jones was off-duty and conducting patrol checks on his 
errito 


own home which was enclosed by a fumigation tent. While conducting a patrol check in the rear 
yard, he encountered three suspects. Suspect Smith threatened to shoot Sgt. Jones, Sgt. Jones 
fired three rounds, missing the suspects. All three suspects then ran, Sergeant Jones grabbed 

and struggled with two of the suspects (Smith & Cooper) separately, both suspects attempted to 
take Sgt. Jones' off-duty weapon and were shot. The third unidentified suspect was not located. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED HIT SHOOTING 


(OFF-DUTY SERGEANT) 
UNIT: Carson Station 
DATE: October 5, 2011, Wednesday 
TIME: 2250 hours 
LOCATION: Cerritos, California 90703 
URN#: 011-03585-2316-055 
IAB#: SH2298451 


On the above date and time, Carson Station’s Sergeant Damon Jones was involved in 
a shooting with Suspects Vincent Cooper Jr. and Del Lamont Smith. The suspects 
were shot by Sergeant Jones when he attempted to detain them, as they exited his 
home. after burglarizing it. Sergeants Sonja Bracken, David Bly, on 
GE esponded to the Cerritos area command post and later to the scene. 


Sergeant Jones resided at the location, which was “tented” for the purposes of 
fumigation. He was aware of several incidents where homes were burglarized while 
being fumigated, so he decided to park his vehicle in the driveway and remain there for 
security during the evening hours. Throughout the night, he walked around his home to 
check it. During one of the checks of his property, he heard voices and noises that 
seemed to be coming from inside his home. Sergeant Jones immediately called 
Cerritos Station via his cell phone and advised the desk personnel of a burglary in 
progress. While standing on the west walkway that led into the rear yard, he was 
confronted by three suspects who were exiting the rear of the home, through slits in the 
tenting. 


Sergeant Jones drew his off-duty weapon, ordered the three suspects to raise their 
hands and to get on the ground. One of the suspects (Suspect Smith) shouted “I’m 
going to shoot you!” and turned toward Sergeant Jones. Fearing one of the suspects 
was about to shoot him, Sergeant Jones fired approximately three rounds from his off- 
duty weapon, which did not strike any of the suspects. One unidentified suspect 
immediately ran toward the southeast fence and out of view. The other two suspects 
(Cooper and Smith) attempted to climb over the north fence (rear of Sergeant Jones’ 
home). Sergeant Jones was able to pull Suspect Cooper off of the fence and to the 
ground. Suspect Cooper immediately grabbed Sergeant Jones’ pistol and the two 
struggled for it. Sergeant Jones fired his weapon, striking Suspect Cooper who fell to 
the ground. 
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Suspect Smith apparently was not able to get over the north fence, he ran past 
Sergeant Jones in a southeasterly direction and attempted to climb over the fence. 
Sergeant Jones was able to follow Suspect Smith, pull him off of the fence and the two 
struggled for his weapon. Sergeant Jones fired his weapon again, striking Suspect 
Smith, who then stopped fighting. Sergeant Jones then ran to the front yard to await 
Cerritos Station deputies. From the front yard area, Sergeant Jones saw what he 
believed to be the outstanding suspect flee in a dark colored Lexus. Cerritos Station 
personnel responded and took the remaining suspects into custody. 


Both suspects where transported and treated at Long Beach Memorial Hospital. 
The third suspect was still outstanding. 
No suspect weapons were recovered. 


The suspects apparently gained entry into the residence by cutting large slits in the tent 
material in two places. There were several cutting tools located at the crime scene. 


The residence was filled with poisonous gas at the time of the incident. 


IAB Note: Internal Affairs Bureau checked to see 
that the, Watch Commander Lieutenant George Berumen, took reasonable 
steps to ensure that Sergeant Jones did not discuss the incident with 
uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned Homicide 
investigators or his attorney/representative. In addition, Internal Affairs 
Bureau, ified that Sergeant Jones was transported to 
Cerritos Station by Sergeant James Jobling who remained with him until he 
provided a statement to the assigned Homicide investigators. 


IAB Note: The summary of this incident is based on physical evidence 
collected at the scene by Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department Crime 
Lab personnel, IAB investigator’s observations, as well as information 
obtained from the original crime report, supplemental reports, along with 
interview of Sergeant Jones (Refer to IAB Exhibits A through C). 
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INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


JONES, Damon, Sergeant, iz 
Field Operations Region II 


Carson Station 


Work History 


Date of Employment: 06/26/1996 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Date Completed Patrol Training: 
Date Assigned to Sergeant 
Prior Shooting Incidents 
Prior Founded Force Incidents 


SUSPECTS 


/08/30/84 (listed on the first criminal report as Ahmad Lewis) 


COOPER Jr, Vincent MB/10/22/86 


SWORN WITNESSES 


None 


CIVILIAN WITNESSES 


None 
INJURIES 


Sergeant Jones sustained a sprain to his left index finger and soreness to his chest 
from being struck with an elbow. 


Suspect Cooper sustained a gun shot wound to his back/abdomen and a laceration to 
top of his head. Refer to IAB Exhibit D, for Suspect Cooper’s in-custody medical 
report. 

Suspect Smith sustained gun shot wounds to his back/abdomen, and hip. Refer to IAB 
Exhibit D, for Suspect Smith’s in-custody medical report. 
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


Physical evidence related to the crime scene, collection of evidence, and crime scene 
diagrams (Refer to IAB Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 5 thru 28). 


INVESTIGATORS’ OBSERVATIONS 


Responding Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeants walked through the crime scene and 
noted the front of the residence had illumination from street lights. There was no 
lighting on the west side of the residence (walkway to the rear yard). The rear yard 
where the shooting took place was slightly illuminated by a street light from Artesia 
Boulevard. There was nothing remarkable beyond what was reported and documented 
during the investigation. 


WEAPONS USED BY SWORN PERSONNEL 


Sergeant Jones fired eight rounds of Department authorized 9mm ammunition from a 
Department authorized Smith & Wesson, Model CS9, “Chiefs Special,” 9mm Luger, 
semiautomatic pistol bearing serial number AA The weapon and ammunition 
were found to be within specifications consistent with the Chief's Special (Refer to IAB 
Exhibit A, Homicide Book, page 24 for firearm description). 


WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT 

Hands and elbows. 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

There was no damage caused by Department personnel located at the scene. 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR/CHARGE FILED 


On October 7, 2011, one count of 459 PC and one count of 422 PC, both charges with 
prior felon special allegations, were filed against Suspect Cooper and Suspect Smith. 
The case was filed in Bellflower Court by Homicide Detective Mitchell Robison and 
Sergeant Richard Garcia. Both suspects have a pending court date (preliminary 
hearing) of August 28, 2012. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The shooting took place during night time hours. The rear yard area was described by 
Sergeant Jones as being periodically illuminated by his flashlight and by a street light 
on Artesia Boulevard only, due to the lights mounted on the rear of his home being 
covered by the fumigation tent. (Refer to Sergeant Jones transcribed Internal 
Affairs Bureau interview, page 10 and IAB Exhibit A, Homicide Book, page 13 
regarding the lighting at the scene). The weather was clear and cool. 
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INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS 


The following narratives are intended only as a synopsis of the interviews. 
Additional information and precise wording may be obtained by reviewing the 
recorded interviews and transcriptions. 


Sergeant Jones 


Sergeant Jones was interviewed at the Internal Affairs Bureau Offices by Sergeant 
Sonja Bracken and Sergeant Brenda Parker on June 4, 2012. He was represented by 
Elizabeth Gibbons of Green and Shinee. 


Sergeant Jones said that on October 5, 2011, between 1300 and 1600 hours he 
notified Cerritos Station that his home was being fumigated and advised them that he 
would be conducting patrol checks. He did not recall who he spoke to at Cerritos 
Station. Sergeant Jones said several of his neighbors were also aware that his home 
was being fumigated and also knew that he was a police officer. 


Sergeant Jones said at approximately 1800 hours, a fumigation tent was secured 
around his home. Sergeant Jones said he ran some errands and took position in his 
personal vehicle (1997 Black GMC Yukon), backed into his driveway to monitor his 
home at approximately 2000 hours. Sergeant Jones said he was positioned in the 
backseat of his vehicle where he could see out the sides of the windows, if anyone 
were to walk or drive by. Sergeant Jones said he conducted periodic checks around his 
home every hour. He said during the patrol check that led to this incident, he was on 
the northwest corner (rear yard) of his home when he heard two to three voices. He 
also heard what sounded like an aluminum ladder that he knew he had in his backyard. 
Once he heard the voices he backed up the walkway (southbound) approximately ten 
feet, attempted to conceal himself in between the bushes, and called Cerritos Station 
(used the seven digit number) from his cell phone (refer to enclosed cd and/or 
Dictaphone job #33639). 


Sergeant Jones said he could not see anything or anyone one from where he was 
positioned. He believed he was on the phone for approximately thirty to forty seconds 
before the three suspects came around and were face to face with him. Sergeant 
Jones said the suspects were approximately ten to twelve feet away from him. 
Sergeant Jones believed that suspects possibly heard him on the phone or he may 
have bumped into the trash cans on the side of his home which caused the suspects to 
exit his home and discover his presence. 


Sergeant Jones said the first thing he was thinking was, “Is this real?” and then “what’s 
going to happen?” Sergeant Jones said he had his cell phone and flashlight in his left 
hand, and his gun in his right hand. He said as the suspects saw him he did not identify 
himself as a police officer. Sergeant Jones said he yelled, “Stop, get down,” or 
something of that nature and they did not comply with those orders. 
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Sergeant Jones said it was a brief one to two second stare down between him and the 
suspects. He said the suspects did not appear to look at him with a “let me get out of 
here” look, it was more like, “we outnumber you or we’re willing to go to whatever 
extreme” kind of look. He said he did not see anything in any of the suspects hands. 
The suspects did not say anything to him prior to him giving the orders for them to get 
down. 


Sergeant Jones said he did not think of backing all the way out to the front of his home 
as he was calling Cerritos Station. He said once he saw the suspects come around to 
the walkway, he gave the orders, then they turned and ran away northbound. Sergeant 
Jones said he wanted to keep a visual on the suspects because his goal was to detain 
them until Cerritos Station units arrived. He said had all three suspects cooperated, he 
could have them detained them himself. Sergeant Jones said he did not have any 
handcuffs with him. 


IAB Note: Sergeant Jones said the third unidentified suspect ran 
toward the east side of his home and out of view as all three of the 
suspects were initially running away. 


Sergeant Jones said at one point one of the suspects (determined to be Suspect Smith) 
turned his upper body towards him, as he was running away and yelled, “I'll shoot you.” 
Sergeant Jones said by the time Suspect Smith yelled at him, he (Sergeant Jones) had 
moved forward, more to the northwest corner (backyard) of his home which made the 
distance between them approximately twenty to twenty five feet. Sergeant Jones said 
Suspect Smith had not made it to the back wall of his yard yet. Sergeant Jones said he 
could not tell if anything was in Suspect Smith’s hands as he turned and faced him. He 
thought Suspect Smith’s hands were around the mid section of his body but he could 
not see. Sergeant Jones said he felt scared and that his life was in danger due to the 
threat that Suspect Smith yelled. He thought Suspect Smith had a weapon which 
caused him to fire his off-duty gun two to three times. 


Sergeant Jones said the backdrop at the time of these shots was the brick wall in the 
back yard, to the north, which paralleled Artesia Boulevard. Sergeant Jones said 
Suspect Cooper was to the left of Suspect Smith as they were facing the brick wall. 
Sergeant Jones said when he fired the first session of rounds, he was aiming for the 
person who said, “I'll shoot you” (Suspect Smith). Sergeant Jones said he did not know 
if he struck any of the suspects with that first session of fired rounds. Both suspects 
continued to flee and began attempting to climb the north fence (brick wall). 


Sergeant Jones said after he fired the initial two to three rounds, he paused for 
approximately two seconds because he thought one of the suspects was possibly going 
to shoot him. Sergeant Jones said he used the northwest corner of his home as cover. 
He saw that the suspects were still running away toward the north wall, he advanced 
toward them with the intentions of detaining them. Sergeant Jones said he also thought 
that if the suspects had a weapon, they could cause harm to someone else if they got 
over the fence. 
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IAB Note: According to the crime scene, there were three spent 
casings (labeled #1,2,3) recovered in the rear yard in the proximity of 
where Sergeant Jones fired the first session of rounds (refer to IAB 
Exhibit A, Homicide Book, pages 5 & 6. Also see the crime scene 
and aerial photographs in IAB Exhibit F. 


Sergeant Jones said he grabbed the male closest to him (Suspect Cooper) by the 
middle back area of his sweatshirt and pulled him off the wall. Sergeant Jones believed 
that he had dropped his cell phone at this point. Sergeant Jones recalled having his 
flashlight in his left hand and his gun in the right hand as Suspect Cooper turned toward 
him and tried to grab his gun. At this point, Sergeant Jones said he struck Suspect 
Cooper in the head with his flashlight at least once. Sergeant Jones said he struggled 
with Suspect Cooper for approximately five seconds in order to maintain control of his 
gun. He said he felt like Suspect Cooper was trying to pull the gun out of his hand, 
which made him intentionally fire his weapon one time. Sergeant Jones said the 
struggle with Suspect Cooper occurred while they were both standing and Suspect 
Cooper did not strike him. 


IAB Note: According to the crime scene, there was one spent casing 
(labeled #4) recovered in the rear yard in the proximity of where 
Sergeant Jones struggled with Suspect Cooper (refer to IAB Exhibit 
A, Homicide Book, pages 6. Also see the crime scene and aerial 
photographs in IAB Exhibit F. 


Sergeant Jones said he did not say anything or identify himself as a deputy to Suspect 
Cooper during the struggle. He said Suspect Cooper was telling him to “let him go.” 
Sergeant Jones believed that Suspect Cooper was still facing him at the time his gun 
discharged. Sergeant Jones said Suspect Cooper fell to the ground and said 
something to the effect of being paralyzed. Sergeant Jones did not know where the 
round struck Suspect Cooper. Sergeant Cooper said he did not use his feet to strike 
Suspect Cooper. Sergeant Jones said once Suspect Cooper fell to the ground he did 
not recall striking him any further, with anything. 


IAB Note: During Suspect Cooper’s Homicide interview he said 
Sergeant Jones struck him in the head with a metal object that he 
believed was a gun. He said Sergeant Cooper then ran down the 
side of the home and then returned striking him several more times 
with a metal object. 


Sergeant Jones said he felt it was safe to engage Suspect Cooper with his gun in his 
hand. He said he felt that there was still a threat of the suspects possibly having 
weapons, especially the one who said he would shoot him (Suspect Smith). Sergeant 
Jones said he did not have a holster for his off-duty weapon, he was carrying it in his 
pants pocket. 
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Sergeant Jones said during the struggle with Suspect Cooper he thought about the 
possibility of Suspect Smith coming to the aid of his partner (Suspect Cooper). 
Sergeant Jones said if Suspect Smith would have attempted to help Suspect Smith, he 
would have given him verbal commands or reacted according to his actions. Sergeant 
Jones said he initially did not think about the possibility of the third suspect returning to 
assault him. He said later on, as the incident evolved he thought about the third 
suspect returning. 


Sergeant Jones said once Suspect Cooper fell to the ground, he turned his attention to 
Suspect Smith who went toward the east side of his home. He mind set was to detain 
Suspect Smith and not allow him to get away. Sergeant Jones also said his mind set 
was that he had already called Cerritos Station and that they would arrive very soon. 
He could not recall when he disconnected his call to Cerritos Station or when he 
dropped his cell phone. 


Sergeant Jones said he ran to the edge (northeast corner) of his home and paused for 
approximately one to two seconds in order to try and locate Suspect Smith. He also 
wanted to assure that Suspect Smith was not laying in wait, and hiding on the east side 
of his home to assault him. Sergeant Jones said as he looked down the east side of his 
home he saw Suspect Smith attempting to get over the southeast corner of the wall, 
which led back to the front of the home. 


Sergeant Jones said he grabbed Suspect Smith by his shorts to prevent him from going 
over the wall. Sergeant Jones said as he pulled Suspect Smith off of the wall, Suspect 
Smith swung backwards with his left elbow, and struck him in his chest. He said 
Suspect Smith then turned towards him, grabbed the index finger of his left hand, and 
bent it back. Sergeant Jones said Suspect Smith then pulled him inward, towards his 
own body and used his left hand to grab his (Sergeant Jones) right wrist (gun hand). 
Sergeant Jones said his mind set during this struggle was that Suspect Smith was 
trying to injure him, to gain control of, and take his gun. 


Sergeant Jones said he simultaneously shoved Suspect Smith in an attempt to get him 
off of him and only recalled intentionally firing two shots at him. He said he fired his off- 
duty weapon at Suspect Smith due to the pain in his left finger and when Suspect Smith 
grabbed for his gun, he thought there was a possibility of him losing control of his gun. 
Sergeant Jones said once Suspect Smith fell to the ground he (Suspect Smith) did not 
say anything to him. Sergeant Jones said he did not strike Suspect Smith once he fell 
to the ground. Sergeant Jones said he was not aware where the two shots struck 
Suspect Smith. 


IAB Note: According to the crime scene, there were 3 three spent 
casings (labeled #10,17,18) and one expended bullet (labeled #19) 
recovered on the east side of the home in the proximity of where 
Sergeant Jones struggled with Suspect Smith (refer to IAB Exhibit A, 
Homicide Book, pages 7 & 8. Also see the crime scene and aerial 
photographs in IAB Exhibit F. 
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Sergeant Jones said he thought it was safe to grab Suspect Smith with his gun in his 
hand. Sergeant Jones felt it was more appropriate to grab Suspect Smith due to him 
being the person who initially said, “I'll shoot you.” Sergeant Jones said the struggle 

with Suspect Smith occurred while they were standing and lasted approximately five 

seconds. 


Sergeant Jones said the fence (brick wall) was his back drop when he fired at Suspect 
Smith. Sergeant Jones said during the struggle with Suspect Smith he gave commands 
something to the effect of, “Get down” or “Stop.” Sergeant Jones said he did not 
identify himself as a police officer because it did not cross his mind. He also did not 
identify himself because in the back of his mind he was thinking, “I’m at my home.” 


Sergeant Jones said after Suspect Smith fell to the ground and once he ran out of 
ammunition, he became aware of where he was and realized that he was not in the 
safest place being on the corner, on the side of his home. He did not have anymore 
ammunition (magazines) with him to reload his weapon. 


IAB Note: Sergeant Jones said his off-duty weapon was fully loaded 
with eight bullets. He only recalled firing six and possibly the 
seventh shot was an accidental discharge during one of the 
struggles. He could not explain an eighth shot. Only seven spent 
casings were found by the crime scene technicians. 


Sergeant Jones said he also thought about the unknown whereabouts of the third 
suspect and not knowing what weapons any of the suspects possibly had. Sergeant 
Jones said he then went back around the west side (walkway), to the front of his home, 
and took cover behind a large tree across the street from his home as he waited for 
Cerritos units to arrive. 


Sergeant Jones said estimated the time from when he called Cerritos Station to the 
time the first units arrived was approximately a minute and a half. He said the Aero unit 
arrived on scene as he was running back around to the front of his home, so it arrived 
approximately one minute from the time he called Cerritos Station. 


IAB Note: According to the Cerritos Station voice prints Sergeant 
Jones called the station at approximately 2250hours. The air unit is 
heard coordinating units at approximately 2255 hours. The ground 
units are heard and apparently on scene at approximately 2256 
hours. 


IAB Note: Also according to the voice print of Sergeant Jones 
telephone call to Cerritos Station at approximately 2250 hours, there 
were 3 sessions of what sounded like gunfire: three shots at 00:58 
of the audio; 2 shots at 01:03 of the audio; and two, possibly three 
shots at 01:09 of the audio. 
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Sergeant Jones said he no longer had his flashlight in his hand when he grabbed 
Suspect Smith. Sergeant Jones said the lighting on the east side of his home was 
dark, slightly illuminated by the lighting from Glenda Street. 


Sergeant Jones said he did not feel any weapons during the struggle with Suspect 
Cooper. He did not think about the possibility of Suspect Cooper getting back to his 
feet and coming up from behind to assault him. Sergeant Jones said during the 
struggle with Suspect Smith he thought about the possibility of the third suspect coming 
back around the west side of his home and assaulting him. 


Sergeant Jones said he was not aware if any other suspects were inside his home. He 
thought the three suspects he encountered were the only ones at the scene. Sergeant 
Jones said he did not think about the possibility of there being other suspects because 
he was off-duty. He said did not think of the encountering the situation that occurred at 
all; he did not consider “the big picture” as he would have if he was on-duty. Sergeant 
Jones said when he encountered this situation, he had a little bit of tunnel vision and he 
was dealing with the immediate threats. 


Sergeant Jones said his initial intention was to be a witness and give updates on the 
locations of the suspects. He said his mind set changed when the suspects initially ran, 
Suspect Smith turned towards him and threatened to shoot him. Sergeant Jones said 
he felt he had to engage the suspects. 


Sergeant Jones said he was familiar with the Department’s force options chart. He said 
based off the resources he had available to him, and the totality of the circumstances at 
the time of this incident, he felt that firing his weapon was his only option. Sergeant 
Jones said he only had his personal weapons, flashlight and off-duty gun available 
during the incident. 


Sergeant Jones said there were no lights in his back yard due to his home’s mounted 
lighting being covered by the fumigation tent. The only lighting is ambient lighting from 
the streetlight on Artesia Boulevard. 


IAB Note: The suspects apparently gained access to Sergeant Jones’ 
home based on the window, window screen and items within the 
home that appeared to be disturbed (refer to IAB Exhibit A, Homicide 
Book, pages 14 thru 17). 


Sergeant Jones said he was familiar with the Department's policy regarding single-man 
foot pursuits. He denied that he was engaged in a foot pursuit when he went after 
Suspect Smith. He said he was keeping a visual on Suspect Smith to detain him. 

Once Sergeant Bracken addressed the point that he actually engaged Suspect Smith, 
Sergeant Jones then agreed that he was in foot pursuit of Suspect Smith. Sergeant 
Smith added that he thought Suspect Smith would have been a threat to the community 
if he escape over the fence. He did not intend on engaging or escalating any use of 
force with Suspect Smith, he intentions was to hold him at the scene. Sergeant Jones 
said Suspect Smith’s actions caused them to further engage with one another. 
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Sergeant Jones said the distance from the northeast corner of his home to the wall 
where he engaged Suspect Smith was approximately thirty feet. Sergeant Jones said 
he considered going back around the west side of his home, to the front of his home to 
better locate Suspect Smith once he climbed the fence but he did not want to lose sight 
of Suspect Smith and his possible direction of travel. 


Sergeant Jones said normally when he is on-duty as a sergeant and his deputies 
encounter a situation like this, he would ensure that the deputies contained the location. 
He then would have the deputies gather as much information as possible on the home 
and its proper occupants. Sergeant Jones agreed that he would have his deputies wait 
for assisting units when dealing with a situation like what occurred at his home. 


Sergeant Jones said if one of his deputies was conducting a patrol check on a home 
and that deputy encountered a person in a back yard, he would not expect him to 
retreat; he would expect him to stand his ground. Sergeant Jones said the situation 
with his home in this case was a patrol check. Sergeant Jones said that when he heard 
the voices coming from his home, he used safe tactics by hiding between the trees and 
immediately contacting Cerritos Station. 


Sergeant Jones agreed that Department standing on property crimes was that those 
types of crimes are not pursued or worth endangering human life. Sergeant Jones said 
he did not back out of the west walkway, to the front of his home when he heard the 
voices because he wanted to be able to give a better description of the suspects. 
Sergeant Jones also said he wanted be able to coordinate arriving units just in case the 
suspects attempted to escape. 


Sergeant Jones said he may not have been thinking as tactfully as he could have in this 
situation but his decisions, his actions and the engagement or use of force that he used 
had nothing to do with the property. He said it had to do with him feeling his life was 
threatened. 


Sergeant Jones said he had not seen any of the suspects prior to this incident. 
Sergeant Jones said his perception of the incident was that he wished it had never 
happened. Sergeant Jones said he his is familiar with several burglaries of tented 
homes in Cerritos as well as numerous surrounding cities. Sergeant Jones said he had 
not pre-planned as to what to do if a burglary did occur as he was conducting security 
checks on his home. He had only thought as far as contacting Cerritos Station. (For 
further details see Sergeant Jones’ transcribed interviews). 


IAB Note: During Sergeant Jones’ IAB interview, page 26 of the 
transcription, he circled an area of his rear yard where he said 
Suspects Smith and Cooper were initially attempting to climb the 
rear wall (north), refer to IAB Exhibit F. 

SWORN WITNESS STATEMENTS 


None 
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CIVILIAN STATEMENTS 
None 
SUSPECT STATEMENTS 


On October 8, 2011, at approximately 1130 hours, Suspect Cooper was interviewed by 
Homicide investigators Sergeant Richard Garcia and Detective Mitch Robison. The 
interview took place at Long Beach Memorial Hospital. Suspect Cooper was advised of 
his Miranda rights and agreed to speak with the investigators. 


Suspect Cooper said on the night of this incident he was walking down Artesia 
Boulevard and saw a house that had a fumigation tent over it. He jumped the back 
fence into the rear yard of that house and checked to see if the tent was cut. Suspect 
Cooper denied cutting the fumigation tent. He said he pulled a flap where the tent was 
cut and tried to get into the house. 


Suspect Cooper said he checked the sliding door to see if it was unlocked. He denied 
having any tools with him. He said he was in the rear yard for about sixteen minutes, 
when he decided to get a ladder that he saw in the yard to raise up to second floor 
window. He said the ladder was not stable enough to use, so he was putting the ladder 
back. Suspect Cooper said as he was putting the ladder back, he saw a light and then 
heard someone yell, “Get on the ground,” or “Get out of my backyard.” He stopped and 
then he heard shots fired. 


Suspect Cooper said he got scared and began to run. He said he felt one shot hit him 
but he continued to run. He said he was shot a second time so he fell to the ground 
and covered up his head. Suspect Cooper said he then felt blood running down his 
face. Suspect Cooper said he got his cell phone and called his i He 
told her that he was attempting to break into someone’s house, he got shot, and was 
apologizing to her. 


Suspect Cooper said as he was on the phone, the same person who shot him 
(Sergeant Jones) started beating him in his head with a metal object that believed to be 
a gun. Suspect Cooper said he kept apologizing to Sergeant Jones but he kept hitting 
him with the metal object. Suspect Cooper said Sergeant Jones then ran down the side 
of the house. 


Suspect Cooper said he was worried about dying in that back yard so he called 911 to 
get help (refer to enclosed cd and/or Dictaphone job #33640). He said as he was on 
the cell phone calling for help, he hung up the phone and threw it when Sergeant Jones 
came back. He said Sergeant Jones saw him on the phone and began hitting him 
again. 


Suspect Cooper claimed he was at the house alone and that no one planned the 
burglary with him. Suspect Cooper said as he was being treated by fire personnel he 
saw another guy in the street who had been shot but he denied knowing him. (For 
further details see Suspect Cooper’s transcribed interview). 
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IAB Note: Suspect Smith refused to be interviewed. 
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